CP Chemistry – Course Information


Welcome to CP Chemistry! Chemistry is a subject that deals with the composition and properties of matter, as well as changes in matter during chemical reactions. It is a challenging course that demands commitment and focus. As a department, the teaching staff’s job is to coach you in the study of Chemistry. The student’s role is to make a best effort, and seek help when needed. Ultimately, success in Chemistry depends on effort.

Textbook:
World of Chemistry. Zumdahl, Zumdahl, DeCosta. MacDougal-Littell. Boston, MA. 2007.

You MUST have the following items for this class:
3-ring notebook or organizational method
Scientific calculator (Ti-30XA, Ti-36 and Ti-34 are good ones…Look for “EE” button)
Chromebook 
A USB “flash” drive or similar electronic storage device  greater than .5 GB (highly recommended, not required).

Grades:
Grades are calculated on a WEIGHTED basis from a combination of formative assessments (Quizzes and labs) and summative assessments (Unit Tests and projects). These categories are weighted as follows:


	Category:
	% of Grade:

	Unit Tests and Unit projects
	70

	Lab
	15

	Quizzes
	15

	Homework/class work/exit tickets
	0




70% Unit Tests and Unit Projects:
· Tests will be a mixture of multiple choice, matching, fill in the blanks, problems, essays, practical demonstrations and lab projects.
· If a student is absent on the day of a test, the student should be prepared to complete it on the next make up day, or before or after school.
· The Wilson Secondary Schools’ Retake Procedures will apply to all unit tests in CP  Chemistry. These procedures will be discussed with students at the beginning of the school year.
· Retakes are subject to the published high school retake procedure.
· Unit projects includes formal lab reports, oral testing, presentations, and other summative input.

30% Labs and Quizzes:
· Will include laboratory-based activities, quizzes, and other assignments.
· Careful attention should be paid to grades in this category, as these assignments are formative and an indication of how well a student is progressing through the study of a particular chemistry concept.

Homework/Classwork/Exit Tickets:
· Homework assignments will be evaluated for completeness. The results will be recorded in Skyward and will be available to view in Home Access Center. All keys will provided on line and/or during class time.
· While these assignments will not count numerically toward a student’s grade, they will be used as a source of information for open note quizzes.  The quizzes are an indication of how well a student is grasping concepts, studying appropriately.
· Classwork will be evaluated the same as homework
· Exit tickets will be treated the same as homework and classwork with the exception that they will be graded for correctness

Special Note About Lab-based Activities:
· Special safety procedures will apply to some work done in the lab (refer to the Lab Safety Contract for details).
· Failure to follow proper lab safety procedures WILL RESULT IN A STUDENT BEING PREVENTED FROM PARTICIPATING DURING LAB. 
· Labs that are missed due to an absence/non-participation should be made-up WITHIN ONE (1) WEEK. 

Note:  Special arrangements will be made for any student that is absent for extended periods of time or has extenuating circumstances.


EXTRA HELP: 

If extra help is required make an appointment with a chemistry teacher at a time that is mutually convenient. The following teachers will also be available to help students with CP Chemistry:

	Teacher Name:
	Room Number

	Mr. Lentz
	D420

	Mrs. Wentzel
	E434

	Mr. Durland
	D430

	Mr. Campbell
	D421

	Mrs. Timpson
	D411
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